
MINUTES OF FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
DANIA BEACH CITY COMMISSION

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 – 6:00 P.M.

1.
Call to Order/Roll Call
Mayor Duke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.


Present:



Mayor:


Walter B. Duke, III



Vice-Mayor:

Chickie Brandimarte


Commissioners:
Bobbie H. Grace







Albert C. Jones



City Manager:

Robert Baldwin



City Attorney:

Thomas J. Ansbro



City Clerk:

Louise Stilson

2.
Presentation
City Manager Baldwin spoke of the process to date and of several items that are not included in the budget, but should not have a budgetary impact. 
Mark Bates, Director of Finance, presented an overview of the recommended budget, which is attached to these minutes.  
3.
Public Hearings

3.1

RESOLUTION #2014-081
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA, AS REQUIRED BY THE CITY CHARTER AND SECTION 200.065, FLORIDA STATUTES, APPROVING THE PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE NECESSARY TO BE LEVIED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 FOR OPERATING PURPOSES; ESTABLISHING THE DEBT MILLAGE APPROVED BY THE ELECTORATE; PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING WHEN AND WHERE OBJECTIONS MAY BE HEARD AND QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SAME WILL BE ANSWERED; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; FURTHER, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
City Attorney Ansbro read the title of Resolution #2014-081.

City Attorney Ansbro announced:

The OPERATING MUNICIPAL MILLAGE will be 5.9998 MILLS

The proposed millage rate is a 4.11% increase over the rolled back rate as computed in accordance with the provisions of Section 200.065(1), Florida Statutes.


The voter-approved debt service millage rate is 0.2595 mills in accordance with the provisions of law pursuant to Chapter 200, Florida Statutes.


The City’s aggregate millage rate is 6.2593 Mills (5.9998 Mills for operating and 0.2595 Mills for debt service).


The City Commission of the City of Dania Beach will meet in the City Commission Chamber in City Hall, 100 West Dania Beach Boulevard, Dania Beach, Florida, on Wednesday September 24, 2014 at 5:01 p.m. for the purpose of final adoption of the above stated millage rates and for the purpose of answering any related questions.

Mayor Duke opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing as there was no one to speak in favor or opposition, he closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Grace motioned to adopt Resolution #2014-081 setting the aggregate millage rate at 6.2593; seconded by Commissioner Jones.  The motion carried on the following 4-0 Roll Call vote:


Commissioner Grace
Yes

Vice-Mayor Brandimarte

Yes


Commissioner Jones
Yes

Mayor Duke



Yes


3.2

RESOLUTION #2014-082
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF FIRE RESCUE SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS IN THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA; RE-IMPOSING FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS AGAINST ASSESSED PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2014; APPROVING THE RATE OF ASSESSMENT; APPROVING THE ASSESSMENT ROLL; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; FURTHER, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
City Attorney Ansbro read the title of Resolution #2014-082.

Mayor Duke opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing as there was no one to speak in favor or opposition, he closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Grace motioned to adopt Resolution #2014-082, adopting the Fire Rescue Assessments; seconded by Commissioner Jones.  

Mayor Duke felt we have an obligation to collect the unpaid fire inspection fees.

The motion carried on the following 4-0 Roll Call vote:


Commissioner Grace
Yes

Vice-Mayor Brandimarte

Yes


Commissioner Jones
Yes

Mayor Duke



Yes


3.3

RESOLUTION #2014-083
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SERVICES IN THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA; IMPOSING AND RE-IMPOSING STORMWATER ASSESSMENTS AGAINST PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2014; APPROVING THE RATE OF ASSESSMENT; APPROVING THE ASSESSMENT ROLL; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; FURTHER, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
City Attorney Ansbro read the title of Resolution #2014-083.

Mayor Duke opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing as there was no one to speak in favor or opposition, he closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Grace motioned to adopt Resolution #2014-083, adopting the Stormwater Assessment; seconded by Commissioner Jones.  The motion carried on the following 4-0 Roll Call vote:


Commissioner Grace
Yes

Vice-Mayor Brandimarte

Yes


Commissioner Jones
Yes

Mayor Duke



Yes


3.4

RESOLUTION #2014-084
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF SOLID WASTE SERVICE ASSESSMENTS IN THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA; RE-IMPOSING SOLID WASTE SERVICE ASSESSMENTS AGAINST ASSESSED PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2014; APPROVING THE RATE OF ASSESSMENT; APPROVING THE ASSESSMENT ROLL; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; FURTHER, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
City Attorney Ansbro read the title of Resolution #2014-084.

Mayor Duke opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing as there was no one to speak in favor or opposition, he closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Grace motioned to adopt Resolution #2014-084 adopting the Solid Waste Assessment; seconded by Commissioner Jones.  
Commissioner Grace confirmed the contract expires next year and the new rate would continue until September 30, 2015.

The motion carried on the following 3-1 Roll Call vote:


Commissioner Grace
Yes

Vice-Mayor Brandimarte

Yes


Commissioner Jones
Yes

Mayor Duke



No

3.5

RESOLUTION #2014-085
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DANIA BEACH, FLORIDA, AS REQUIRED BY THE CITY CHARTER AND SECTION 200.065, FLORIDA STATUTES, APPROVING A TENTATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015; PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING WHEN OBJECTIONS WILL BE HEARD AND QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE BUDGET WILL BE ANSWERED; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; FURTHER, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

City Attorney Ansbro read the title of Resolution #2014-085.

Mayor Duke opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing as there was no one to speak in favor or opposition, he closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Jones motioned to adopt Resolution #2014-085 adopting the tentative annual budget for FY 2014-2015; seconded by Commissioner Grace.  
Mayor Duke questioned the two additional positions for landscaping; if the lifeguard rowboat had been replaced; and whether staff has any ideas on how to offset the parking garage operating cost.  He asked that ideas be brought back to the Commission.
City Manager Baldwin responded the landscaping positions are in the upcoming budget and have not been posted yet.

Mark Felicetty, Director of Parks & Recreation, noted the rowboat has been purchased and we are waiting for delivery.

Marc LaFerrier, Director of Community Development, stated we went out to RFP for a business such as a car dealership to utilize the parking garage.  He said operators of park and ride type businesses would be willing to come in and take the upper floors, but this would increase the cost of maintenance and other operating costs.  

Commissioner Jones commented while we want to see something happen with the garage, City Center is going forward and we should ensure we do not interfere with it.
Mayor Duke noted for the record he has been asking about the revenue for three years; secondly, his firm appraises parking garages, and he sees what we are losing.

Mayor Duke referenced the $105 million of estimated construction value of projects in the Community Development budget and asked if we can plan for an increase in assessed values.  
Director LaFerrier responded in the affirmative.
Mayor Duke confirmed there would be no new road patrol in police services.  
Mayor Duke questioned the decrease in capital outlay, and confirmed that the undesignated fund balance would not be used and we are in conformance with the reserve policy.

Mayor Duke addressed commercial franchise fees, noting that not one hauler has submitted audit reports.

Director Bates responded we have not received one in the four years he has been with the City, although it is a requirement of the franchise agreement.

City Attorney Ansbro noted that all of the waste haulers have been notified in the past month or two that we will revoke their permits if they do not comply with this and pay fees they owe.

Mayor Duke questioned what the plan is for the City to get paid and to have our haulers come into compliance.

City Manager Baldwin said a plan has been undertaken, and noted he had recommended a sole source commercial vendor, which would have resolved the problem, but the Commission did not want to do that.  
Mayor Duke questioned if the dumpster enclosures listed in the budget are for the City, and Director Bates responded in the affirmative.
Mayor Duke commented on the line items in the City Attorney’s budget and Public Services’ organizational chart.

Mayor Duke addressed the budget for the roadway re-paving program, and requested the Commission be provided a copy of the paving plan. 
City Manager Baldwin noted it had been sent, but will be sent again.    

Mayor Duke asked what is being done regarding the issue of enforcement north of the pier to address alcohol use, barbeque grilling, truants, and dogs.
Director Felicetty said the lifeguards are primarily doing the enforcement, and they call in BSO if necessary.
Mayor Duke noted Parks & Recreation’s key objective of installing computers at the Southwest Community Center, and asked if they are funded.  Additionally, he questioned if the center would be staffed after school.
Director Felicetty responded the computers are funded and would be purchased within the next several weeks; the facility will be staffed Tuesday through Friday, from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Duke confirmed the allocation of beach parking revenues listed under “Other” would be used for Phase II of the waterfront revitalization, and noted the pier fund shows a profit this month.
The motion carried on the following 4-0 Roll Call vote:


Commissioner Grace
Yes

Vice-Mayor Brandimarte

Yes


Commissioner Jones
Yes

Mayor Duke



Yes

Terry Hale Hicks, 331 SW 2nd Avenue, questioned the $30,000.00 allocated for donations.  She noted she represents the Aging and Disability Resource Center, and said the City does not pay its fair share of $18,126.00; the Commission needs to increase the amount in their donation fund in order to boost their current $10,000.00 donation.
City Manager Baldwin noted not all cities donate their fair share, and the Areawide Agency on Aging receives the most funds from the donations committee.  

Mayor Duke said he was willing to find more money for this agency and others.

Terry Hale Hicks recommended increasing the fund to $50,000.00 in order to give a fair share to the many agencies that provide assistance.  
Commissioner Jones commented that the Commission had a workshop and that is when we should have discussed some of these items.

4.
Adjournment
Mayor Duke adjourned the meeting at 7:24 p.m.

ATTEST:







CITY OF DANIA BEACH

LOUISE STILSON, CMC




WALTER B. DUKE, III

CITY CLERK






MAYOR
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